
Madison County joined Edwardsville and Glen Car-

bon in adopting the I-55 Development Code at the 

July County Board meeting.  The code is the latest 

planning element to be moved forward by the part-

ner communities for the I-55 Corridor area.  In 2006, 

the jurisdictions adopted the I-55 Corridor Growth 

Management and Transportation Plan.  The plan 

establishes land uses, development patterns, and 

overall growth objectives for the planning area, 

which includes the unincorporated area roughly be-

tween I-70 and IL Rte. 143, east of Edwardsville and 

Glen Carbon’s corporate limits.   

The recently adopted development code acts as a 

zoning and subdivision ordinance for new develop-

ment within the planning area.  The I-55 code is con-

sidered a “form-based” code which incorporates 

design aspects typically found in traditional neigh-

borhoods instead of solely relying upon minimum 

setbacks and height restrictions commonly found in 

regular zoning ordinances.  Street connections and 

walkability are also important elements of the new 

code.   

The planning area features a commercial district at 

the I-55/143 interchange, which is expected to be a 

future employment center, spring boarding off of 

Hortica, Scott Credit Union, and the Prairie Farms 

HQ, which was recently announced.  Two “town 

centers” are proposed within the residential areas.  

The town centers feature a mix of commercial and 

residential uses and a walkable main street, similar 

to Edwardsville’s downtown area. 

The code was awarded the “Leadership in Planning” 

from East-West Gateway for exhaustive public en-

gagement efforts throughout the planning process.  

The next steps for the partner communities are to 

look further into traffic, stormwater, and economic 

development needs for the area.  
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For more information regarding the I-55 Development 

Code, please visit our website below!: 

http://tiny.cc/I-55DevelopmentCode 



CHIRPING FROG ANTIQUE MALL 

ZONING ADMINISTRATION 

STORMWATER 

Construction is underway for The Chirping Frog 

antique mall, located at the I-55 and IL Rte. 4 in-

terchange. The property was previously a manu-

factured home sales lot that has not been in op-

eration since 2000. The owners, Jason and Mar-

got Mantle, will rent stalls within the building for 

vendors to buy and sell crafts, decorations, jew-

elry, and other antique heirlooms. 

The new building will be 11,636 square feet in 

size and is expected to cost over $350,000 to 

build. The structure is currently under roof and 

the interior framing is nearing completion. The 

operation is expected to have its grand opening 

in the fall of 2016.    

Aerial view of construction for Chirping Frog  

Chirping Frog will open to the public this fall  

LONG LAKE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS 
In June, Nameoki Township officials hosted a meeting attended 

by Senator Haine, Chairman Dunstan, Mayor Hagnauer (Granite 

City), Mayor Pagano (Pontoon Beach), Wayne Rosenthal (IDNR 

Director), MESD, and several other officials to discuss Long Lake 

drainage issues.  Due to several choke points along Long Lake 

and Horseshoe Lake levels, during heavy rain events, Long Lake 

regularly overtops its banks to flood roads and structures within 

Pontoon Beach.   

Planning staff and Juneau Associates have developed a plan to 

install culverts under IL Rte. 162 combined with a change to 

Horseshoe Lake operations that will improve drainage.  The cul-

vert project is estimated at $421,000.  Another option is to install 

a drainage pipe along Lake Drive directly to Horseshoe Lake, but 

the cost is nearly $6 million. The proposals will be submitted to 

IDNR for potential grant funding.   



MADISON COUNTY STARTS GREEN TEAM INITIATIVE  

SUSTAINABILITY & RECYCLING 

GREEN SCHOOLS 

Kim Petzing, Sustainability Coordinator, is assembling a  

“Green Team” for Madison County Government. The 

purpose of the team is to foster sustainable activities 

and practices throughout government 

operations which will result in in-

creased awareness, healthy work areas, 

reduced resource use, and cost savings. 

While plans are still being developed, 

many of these activities will focus on 

recycling, energy use, air quality, and an 

overall reduction in resource use.  

Volunteers from several departments 

are assisting Kim in formulating the  team’s objectives 

and work plan. Once the overall approach is completed, 

the team will roll out activities and initiatives to the rest 

of the county staff in September of this year. The Green 

Team will first address county government offices and 

then hopefully the program can be employed by munici-

pal governments. The current initiative is being done in 

conjunction with the STL Green Business Challenge, 

which is sponsored by the St. Louis Regional Chamber. 

The Challenge assists companies and local governments 

in integrating sustainable business prac-

tices into their daily operations. During 

the Challenge participants benchmark 

current sustainable practices within their 

organization, and then work to increase 

those activities over a set period of time. 

This will be the fourth year Madison 

County Government has participated. 

Each year the County has received the 

Award of Achievement which is given to participants 

who advanced their sustainability efforts. 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT FILLS GREEN SCHOOLS COORDINATOR POSITION 
Eve Drueke recently started as the new Green Schools 
Coordinator. Eve will fill the position recently vacated by 

Kim Petzing who 
was promoted to 
Sustainability 
Coordinator. Eve 
will act as a point 
of contact and 
provide sustaina-
bility-related 
leadership, train-
ing, and oppor-
tunities for 
teachers, stu-
dents, school 

administrators and faculty in private, public, and parochi-
al K-12 schools throughout Madison County.  Eve will 
also assist in implementing the County’s sustainability 
plan and further developing best management practices 

for schools.  
Eve has over 7 years of teaching experience in both the 
Edwardsville, IL and Pattonville, MO school districts. Ad-
ditionally she brings extensive experience writing, de-
signing, publishing, and marketing K-6th grade-level cur-
riculum materials with an emphasis in science and envi-
ronmental education. Most recently, Eve served as both 
the Director of Programming and the Acting Executive 
Director for the Watershed Nature Center in Edwards-
ville, IL. Ms. Drueke holds a BFA in Graphic Design from 
Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville and an MS in 
Education from the University of IL at Urbana-
Champaign. Eve is excited to work on current and long 
range initiatives to continue and develop the County’s 
sustainability program.  She is committed to education 
for sustainability and holds deep personal values pertain-
ing to the development and use of sustainable initiatives 
ranging from local governments, businesses, and resi-
dents to the County’s schools and students.  

Eve Drueke—Green Schools Coordinator 

DID YOU KNOW?  

Since the Green Business Challenge started in 2010, 152 com-

panies representing more than 130,000 employees, have com-

pleted the Challenge for three or more years, with 21 compa-

nies engaged through all six program years. Madison County is 

excited to join the challenge! 



PRIVATE SEWAGE VIOLATION INSPECTIONS INCREASE 
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Due to a rainy July, private sewage complaints increased by 53% last month compared to the previous July. 

The increase in complaints is primarily attributed to the large rain event beginning on July 19th. When a 

private sewage system is inundated with rainwater and cannot drain properly, it’s more susceptible to fail-

ure. Multiple variables often come together to create a nuisance for neighboring properties, including ag-

ing or poorly-maintained systems, smaller lots in low-lying, poorly drained areas, and a naturally high wa-

ter table or poor soils.  When it rains heavily, many of these issues compound to create sewage problems. 

Aftermath of rain event  that occurred on July 19. 

This photo was taken on David Street, just east of 

Collinsville, IL.  

Private sewage issues caused from 

large rain events 


